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Korean BEGINNING COURSE STUDENT MATERIAL

Korean postpositions, or particles, are suffixes or short words in Korean grammar that
immediately follow a noun or pronoun. This article uses the Revised Romanization of
Korean to show pronunciation. The hangul versions in the official orthographic form are
given underneath.
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syntactic Example sentence Translation
element
(n-Jeun Used as a topic particle or a subject particle. Eun < is used following a
2= consonant, Neun = is used following a vowel.
) Naneun haksaengida.
Nouns (topic) Lb= sHAYO| Y. I am a student.
N ] Igeoseun yeonpirida. o .
ouns (topic) o|He oimo|c}. This is a pencil.
Nouns Chitaneun ppareuda.
(genericized X|Es b2 O} Cheetahs are fast.
nominative) ==
] Jeoneun jjajangmyeon juseyo. ] o
Nouns (topic) e RO =H R I'd like a jajangmyeon.
= o - T .
iIga Used as an identifier or subject particle to indicate the nominative case. | O| is used
o|/7} following a consonant, Ga 7| is used following a vowel.
Naega masyeotda.
Nouns (agent) LW 7} Op At I drank.
AN .
Nouns Jeogeosi Han-gang-iya. ] _
(identifier) % 0| 5+2+0|OF. That is the Han River.

Nouns (specific | Chitaga neurida.

nominative) X|E}7} =2|C}. This cheetah is slow.
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Korean
kkeseo The honorific nominative marker. It could be added to Neun, Do, and Man to form HA=
_— (topic), HIME (too/also), and HIAMZE (only), respectively, which are the respective
HAM honorific forms.
Seonsaengnimkkeseo osyeotda. _
Nouns MAMLIHM ©ALCH (The) teacher arrived .
(r-)eul . . - . =, g .
Used as an object particle to indicate the accusative case. Eul = is used following a
2/ consonant, Reul & is used following a vowel.
Nouns Naneun ramyeoneul meogeotda.
(objective) Lt BtHe ooiCt | ate ramen.
ege/hante R
Used as a dative particle. Ege Of| Al is the literary form, and Hante $HE| is the colloquial

form.

ol AI/StE|
| have something to tell you.

Neohuiege hal mari itda.
Li3lofAl 2 2ol RACE

Noun
kke
Kke 7| is the honorific dative marker.
M
Goyongjukke seonmureul deuryeotda. .
Noun IR=M MES Cart | gave a gift to my employer.

Used to mark the instrumental case, which can also denote destination or role. Euro S 2
is used following a consonant other than '2', which is abbreviated to Ro 2 following a

(eu)ro
o
=== vowel or the consonant '=".
KTX-ro Seoureseo Busankkaji se sigan
Noun (means) geollinda. gil;isv?ah}c%#r; to go from Seoul to
KTX 2 ME0|A R477HX] 3 A[ZH ZEICEH '
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Korgan

Noun

(destination)

Noun (role)

Time (noun)

Location (noun)

Cause (noun)

eseo

Gl

Noun (from)

Noun (in)

Noun
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Naeil Hojuro tfteonamnida.

. | am leaving for Australia tomorrow.
Y 2 ot e

Unjeonsaro chwijikhaeyo.

SHALR X X359, I'm going to be working as a driver.

Used for any words relating to time or place. Sometimes used for cause.

Maikeureun parweore watda.

° Michael came in August.
Ofo| 22 8 Yojl RiCh. 9

Jedongeun ilbone gatda.
HES2 L20of ZiCh

oL 2=

Jedong went to Japan.

Jamyeongjong sorie kkaetta

XHHZ= Ag|of Mt Woke up by the sound of the alarm.

Translates to: "from" (ablative) when used with a motion verb. May also be used as "at",
"in" (locative) when used with an action verb which is not motion related.

Junggugeseo wasseo.

ST 20

| came from China.

Bang-eseo gongbu-reul haet-da.

Yol SEE UL

| studied in my room.

Translates to: Used to show when or where an action or situation started.

Cheoeumbuteo kkeutkkaji

XS EE T7}X| From beginning to end
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x|

Noun

man

2

Noun

Noun:
possession

do

[

Nouns

(g)walrang

yeHz

Nouns:
conjunction

(y)a
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Translates to: Used to illustrate the extent of an action, either in location or time, generally
meaning "until", "up to".

Cheoeumbuteo kkeutkkaji

XS EE BIA| From beginning to end

Translates to: "only", used after a noun.

Ojik jeimseu-man hangugeo-reul gongbu-haet-
da. Only James studied Korean.
Q2 M Y28 ot=0f FRUCE.

rok
i
O

Functions as: possession indicator, noun link, topic marker.

Migugui daetongryeong

oj2o| =2 President of the United States
- o o

Used as an additive particle. When dealing with additive qualities/descriptions of the same
subject, see ttohan 3.

Geunyeodo gongbuhanda.

a4 E 220} She studies too.

Translates to: "and" (conjunction); "with" or "as with" (preposition). Gwa 1} is used
following a consonant, Wa 2} is used following a vowel. Wa 2} is the literary form,

and rang & is the colloquial form.

Neowa na

{9t Lt You and |

The vocative marker. A O} is used following a consonant, Ya Of is used following a vowel.
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Of/of
Minsuya!
Noun 0l -0} Minsu!
()yeo The vocative marker, with added nuance of exclamation. lyeo 0|0 is used following a
0|0§/o§ consonant, Yeo O} is used following a vowel.
Naui georukhasin gusejuyeo. o
Noun Lto| HE2HAl TA|Z0]. O my divine Redeemer.
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